
‘Talking Culture on Country’ 
Intergenerational Transfer of Indigenous 
Ecological Knowledge (IEK) - Top End NT 

‘Talking Culture on Country’ 
Intergenerational Transfer of Indigenous 
Ecological Knowledge (IEK) - Top End NT
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• To address the loss of Traditional Ecological Knowledge by 
providing funding for Intergenerational Transfer of Indigenous 
Ecological Knowledge — younger people learning from older 
people 

The themes and purpose of the projects must clearly be:

• developing an understanding of the complex traditional relationships 
between land and the people, providing a clearer understanding of 
traditional land management 

• nurturing an enthusiasm for cultural and natural resource management 
practice in the younger generation while undertaking relevant on- 
country activities

• time spent in the presence of senior knowledge holders 
• learning and observing traditional custodianship and respect for the land



Talking Culture on Country IEK ProgramTalking Culture on Country IEK Program

• For NT Groups, Commonwealth funding accessed through Natural 
Resource Management Board of the Northern Territory (NRMB-NT)

• 2 x IEK support officers - Central Land Council and NAILSMA
• Availability of grants publicised through networks and NRM media and 

through direct approaches
• Proponents of projects submit an application that gets reviewed by a 

Technical Advisory Panel
• IEK support officer works with proponent to draft application in a form 

where panel can make a decision / recommendations
• Successful applicants have funds transferred
• Panel reviews reports from projects 
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Kelvin Rogers burning Nguliyanga flood plain under direction from his father and 
uncle. This plain only dries out enough for fire during very late dry season 
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Yugul Mangi ranger Priscilla Dixon using digital video camera at 
Yadanggala Waterhole during Stonecountry to Saltwater Walk 
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Fish Trap near Wuyagibar on Wuyagibar plain. One of the sites of significance 
young people were taught about during the Stonecountry to Saltwater walk 
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Walter Rogers (standing) and Simon Ponto (Yugul Mangi ranger). Walter is 
teaching Simon about the freshwater springs in the Wuyagibar area 
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narnu-Yuwa ki-Wundanyukawu
‘Law for the Sea Turtle’ LiAnthawirriyarra Rangers, Borroloola



Yanyuwa children at Maaybayny – North Beach of West Island, Borroloola Coast



Sea Turtle Laying eggs at night



In the morning, return to the SeaIn the morning, return to the Sea



LiAnthawirriyarra Sea Rangers who assisted with the camp
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45134513

FEATURES
Distinctive often colourful 
insects with elongate body and 
large wings giving them a 
helicopter-like appearance.

Bararuwan

KNOWLEDGE
When there are lots of these dragonflies around you 
know it’s a good time to go fishing for yurramij – they 
are really fat. 

Dragonflies
Odonata, Anisoptera
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45134513

FEATURES
Delicate bright green 
grasshopper-like insect.

Minyjiminyjawurran

KNOWLEDGE
This grasshopper has a story with the wild yam minyjawurr 
(Dioscorea bulbifera). When it is singing it is singing up the wild 
yam. Old people would hear the katydid singing and know that it 
was time to go looking for those yams. 

Green Katydid
Orthoptera, Ensifera, Caedicia spp.
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